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Background:


The Midwest Regional Chapter of SETAC was established in 1992 and held its first meeting in Stevens Point, WI.  The Chapter is part of a national professional society to promote the use of multidisciplinary approaches to examine the impacts of chemicals and technology on the environment.  Annual membership usually exceeds 100 individuals with members coming from Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, South Dakota, and Wisconsin.  The Chapter is also committed to the professional development of students and offers a variety of funding avenues to help students attend and present original research findings at the annual Chapter meetings.  The Chapter also offers cash awards for travel to a national meeting for the best student presentation (platform and poster). 
2009 Elections of Board Members (presiding through March of 2010):

Elections of officers and board members were held on April 1, 2009 at the 17th Annual Chapter Meeting at the Radisson Hotel in LaCrosse WI.  The officers elected were Jeff Denny as President, Scott Strand as Vice President, Dawn Perkins as Secretary, and Katie Hyndman as student representative. Dalma Martinovic, Tisha King-Heiden, and Sean Strom were elected to the board of directors. Chuck Maurice will continue to serve on the board as the immediate past president.  John Weeks has agreed to continue to serve as the chapter Web Administrator with the help of Alison Betancourt. 

Chapter Meeting in New Orleans

Members of the Midwest Regional Chapter met during the 30th Annual Meeting of SETAC-North America in New Orleans, LA, held November 19-23, 2009.  Major items discussed were the logistics for the upcoming annual chapter meeting at the 3M Innovation Center in St Paul, and potential amendments to the constitution to promote more student and regional member participation on the board of directors.  

2009 Annual Chapter Meeting

On March 30-April 1, 2009, the 17th annual meeting of the Midwest Chapter of SETAC was held at the Radisson Hotel in La Crosse WI.  The theme of the meeting was “Biomonitoring: Assessing Spatial and Temporal Trends in Contaminants”. There were 63 registrants.  

The conference began on Monday with a short course entitled “Statistical Analysis in Ecology and Ecotoxicology using R”.  Following the short course, the Midwest SETAC Board held its annual meeting.  Tuesday began with three invited plenary presentations on biomonitoring by Christine Custer (USGS), Bruce Monson (MPCA), and Teresa Newton (USGS), followed by an afternoon of platform presentations. The day ended in a poster social with 15 posters being presented. The meeting concluded Wednesday morning with a session on mercury bioaccumulation.
Student presentations and posters were judged by volunteers from the Midwest SETAC Board. The Midwest Chapter Platform winner was Sonya Havens of UW-Madison, for her presentation entitled “Preservation and analysis of endocrine disrupting compounds using hydrochloric acid and isotope dilution”.  Runner up was Meghan McGee from St. Cloud State University with her presentation entitled "Necessity and novelty of incorporating innate behavioral testing in the development of water quality criteria".
Winner of the Midwest Chapter best student poster was Tasha Stoiber of UW-Madison for her poster entitled “Detecting metal-induced reactive oxygen species in Chlamydomonas reinhardtii”.  Runner up was Emily Metz of St Cloud State for her poster “Histological assessment of liver samples taken from perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) exposed bluegill sunfish (Lepomis macrochirus)”.
Once again, we were fortunate to have 3M Company and S.C. Johnson award the top student presentation and top student poster winners with $1,000 awards to be used toward travel to the SETAC-NA meeting in New Orleans.  If the winners of the best student presentations are unable to attend the SETAC-NA meeting, the runners up will be given the opportunity to receive the travel award in their place.
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2010 Annual Chapter Meeting

The Midwest regional chapter’s 18th annual meeting was held at the 3M Customer Innovation Center in St Paul, MN, March 24-26, 2010, with the theme of ‘New Science, New Challenges’.  Registration was in excess of 100 participants.  Dr. Robert Skoglund of 3M and Dr. Hilary Carpenter of the Minnesota Department of Health taught a short course on endocrine disruption Wednesday afternoon.  Thursday morning included keynote talks on ‘New Science, New Challenges’ by Dr. Steve Diamond of USEPA, Dr. Deborah Swackhamer of the University of Minnesota, and Dr. Gabi Sabongi of 3M.  Twenty-one platform presentations and 26 posters rounded out the program.  
     The best student platform award ($1,000 award given by S.C. Johnson’s Pat Guiney) went to Katie Hyndman of St. Cloud State University for her talk “Examining reproductive effects of endocrine active compounds on fish: environmentally-relevant testing methods and policy implications”.  Runner up was Lindsey Blake of University of Minnesota-Duluth with her talk “Characterization of the androgen-sensitive MDA-kb2 cell line for assessing complex environmental mixtures”
     The best student poster presentation ($1,000 award given by 3M’s Thomas Hatfield)

went to Nicole Alfafara of Minnesota State University–Mankato for her poster “Enhanced cyanobacterial toxin extraction from freeze-thawing correlate with impact on Daphnia magna and GST activity.” Runner up was Jennifer Olker from the University of Minnesota-Duluth with her poster “Atrazine and accelerated pond-drying affect developmental rate and metamorphic size in wood frogs (Rana sylvatica).”
Elections of Board Members:

Elections of officers and board members were held on March 26, 2010 at the 18th Annual Chapter Meeting.  The officers elected were Scott Strand as President, Dalma Martinovic as Vice President, Dawn Perkins as Secretary, Christine Custer as Treasurer, and Zach DeQuattro as student representative. Jeff Denny will continue to serve on the board as the immediate past president.  Alison Betancourt has agreed to serve as the chapter Web Administrator. 

     The 2011 meeting will be held jointly with the Society for Risk Analysis March 22-24, 2011, at the Grand Geneva resort in Wisconsin.  Elisabeth Harrahy of the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater has agreed to organize this upcoming joint meeting.  To volunteer your assistance please contact Elisabeth at harrahye@uww.edu.
Other Business:


A paper ballot vote was taken by the membership at the business meeting to make changes to the MW SETAC Constitution.  The proposed changes were as follows:

Constitutional Amendments Proposed Changes - proposed changes in bold text:

Amendment 1:

Article III: Membership.

Active Members are qualified professionals who share the stated purpose of the Chapter and who have education, research or applied experience in environmental toxicology and/or chemistry. Active Members, Emeritus Members, Regional Members and Student Members constitute the voting membership of the Chapter. All voting members are eligible to hold office.
Amendment 2:

Article IV: Management and Elections

The Board of Directors shall consist of eleven (11) voting members, including the immediate past president. (Eleven, rather than 10, to avoid tie votes).

Amendment 3:

Article IV: Management and Elections

The members of the Board of Directors shall be elected for three year terms staggered so that no more than three terms expire in any one year. (clarification).

RESULT:  All 3 proposed constitutional changes approved by the membership.
Planning for the 2010 SETAC North America annual meeting

Representative from the MW SETAC Board of Directors (BOD) will be available to answer questions at the Regional Booth from 8:00 to 10:00 on Tuesday, November 9.  Time and location for the BOD Meeting to be held in Portland is pending.

Current Officers and Board of Directors of the Midwest Regional Chapter of SETAC (as of April 1, 2010).
Title Name Affiliation Email Address

President Scott Strand 3M sbstrand@mmm.com
Vice President Dalma Martinovic’University of St. Thomas mart6831@stthomas.edu

Past President Jeff Denny EPA-Duluth denny.jeff@epa.gov

Secretary Dawn Perkins WI State Lab of Hygiene daperkins@mail.slh.wisc.edu

Treasurer Chris Custer USGS-La Crosse ccuster@usgs.gov

Board Member (since 2008) Laura Solem MN Pollution Control laura.solem@pca.state.mn.us

Board Member (since 2008) Tom Hatfield 3M tlhatfield@mmm.com

Board Member (since 2009) Tisha King-Heiden UW-La Crosse king-hei.tish@uwlax.edu

Board Member (since 2009) Sean Strom WI DNR sean.strom@wisconsin.gov

Student Rep Tasha Stoiber UW-Madison stoiber@wisc.edu

Student Rep Zach DeQuattro, UW-Madison dequattro@wisc.edu
Web Admin. Allison Betancourt S.C. Johnson AKBetanc@scj.com

